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HISTORY OF THE DAY. ink man's mmmBUMFS' VS'Tx--,
which he died In 1802, and was
buried in Columbus, Ga. Mrs.
Williams and her little daughter
visited his grave every day, and often
comforted themselves by wreathing it
with flowers. While the mother sat
thinking of the loved and lost ones, the
little girl would pluck the weeds from
the unmarked soldiers' graves near her
father's, and cover them with flowers,
calling them "her soldiers' graves," and
say they had no one else to care for them.
After a short while the dear little girl
was summoned by the angels to join
her father. The sorely-bereave- d moth- -

The custom of decorating with fra-
grant spring flowers the graves of de-
parted friends is an old one, but the
observance of Decoration day as it is
uuderstotd to-da- y is shrouded in some
in3'stery, in spite of the fact that the
significant national rite is not yet thirty
years old. Towns innumerable, both
in the north and in the south, lay
claim to having originated the day.
After sifting, with perfect impartial!-- ,

ty, all the testimony relating to the
imnortant subiect. the best authorities

mmm
Wm &Poor, crippled c.? upqw?.

vision the working of the still-to-b-solv-

quehtion. The errors of a pto-pleth- cir

discontent and mistakes,
may sorely try the safety as well as the
perpetuity of a government. Tlie labors,
the pains and the sorrows of the soldier
arm' must ever serve as warning, as
entreaty, as encouragement and as
strength tti the ving and their succes-
sors. Kach returning Deeonition day
teaches the lesson of the prieelessness
of liberty and union.

For the soldiers who sleep and the
cause for which they died the wooded
dells are searched, the broad fields are
scanned and cultivated gardens are
stripped of their choicest gifts. Hail
the nation that honors its defenders,
dead and living, and let Decoration day
be and abide forever, a holy day in the
nation. Time has softened the asperi-
ties of other days; the opposing pas-
sions of men, whoso dilTerences were
based upon honest conclusions, have
been subdued into respect and admira-
tion for the courage that stamped the
action of each in the trying times of
intinite peril, and a common country is
the heritage of all. The custom of
decorating the graves is in no sense an
awakener of strife, but a sublime trib-
ute to exalted worth

The once ensanguined 'fields of the
south are now being turned over by
bright plowshares, ami will presently
yield fair harvests to the peaceful
workers; the voices of the mockingbird
anil brown thrush till with melody
the groves through which once passed
hostile armies. The sound of war is
heard no more in the land, and may the
memories and lessons of Decoration day
preserve an everlasting peace to the
nation. The one gieat baptism of
blood should be etlicient to the per-
petual sealing of the republic in peace
and harmony throughout the length
and breadth of the land.

are inclined to accord to Mrs. Charles i er lllt n t,M,U charge (,f these unknown
J. Williams, of Columbus, (Ja., the : tfraves for the child's sake, and as she
honor of being the mother of Decora- - carcl for tluMa thought of the patriots'
tion day. ffruv' throughout the south, faraway

Hut before speaking at length of this ! from home and kindred, and in this
noble southern woman, who saw in way the plan was suggested to her of

Memorial dav" a grand opportunlt v w'tting apart one day in each year that
to reunite the surviving heroes of the love mitf't pay tribute to valor through-struggl- e

between north and south, it ont llu southern states. In March,
might be well to state that the decora lM(i he addressed a communication to
tion of soldiers' graves did not become the daily paper at Columbus suggesting
a really national custom until 18CS, in our "Memorial day" custom. She then
which vear, under date of May 5, (Jen. j wrote to the Soldiers' Aid societies, and
John A. Logan, commander in chief of they readily responded. anl reorganized
the (Jrand Armv of the Republic, is- - under the lead of memoi ial associations,
sued a general "order from which we Mrs- - Williams died April lft, 1H74. and
quote: was buried with military honors.

The 30th day uf M;iy Is designated for the
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The Trials and Tribulations of a Hat
lie Creek CltlzenHovr Ji

Comes to Tell This Story

(. the Jlttttlf Crrrk .tooa.)

Among th' moulders at the works f

tin Michigan foundry company run b-- j

found Mr. Amos M.mmrd; he has lived
in Hat lie Creek for over ten years, is
honored and respected by all who know
him; nikIi is tin man who mikes this
si i "Sueiit, he says: " I have h id kidney
iro :'!e for yars, an 1 it h is made my

i IV miserable. The heavy lifting, neec-- s

ij . in my business, made ni" wors.
liave beencompelled to lie in be 1 in a help-

less condition for as long us nine days at a
time: th greatest pain was from my back,
whic!i s Muefimes f It as thoug'i a t.iyo!;e.
w .s b. inv ran tiiroii-j- me i i tli" regi.;i
if my kidneys; many citizen of Hattle

(.'reek knew how bad 1 was. I could not
move without the greatest caution. f..r
us soon an I attempted to stoop over, hen I

to one side, or even turn in bed, the pai:i
was simply unbearable. I wore porous
plasters constantly for the little tem-

porary relict they brought ni". When-
ever 1 caught the slightest cold it went
straight to my kidneys and made me
worse. I was advised to try Doan's Kid-ne- v

I'ills, and got some. I have taken in
all four boxes of them, and I now feel as
active as ever. A few months ago I would
have ridiculed the idea of being cured so
ijuickly, and being able to work as I can
now. All the long-standin- g pains are
gone, and the former traces of kidney dis-

orders found in my urine have tlisap-pe- a

red. I have recommended Doan's Kid-

ney Pills to many friends who were trou-
bled as I was, and in every case I have
learned they proved as beneficial a's with
me. Doan's Kidney Pills would be cheap
to me at almost an' price."

Tor salt by all dealers, price o0 cent-- .

Foster-Milbu- Co., IhiiTalo, N. Y., sole
agents for the U. S. Kemember the name,
D'itn'm, and take no other.
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rating the graves with the choicest
flowers of spring, the practice pro-
claiming to the children and children's
children forever that the deeds of these
men who died for (Jod and country
shall be memorialized as long as cour- -

t
age ra Jes as a virtue.

As time passed members of the army
of veterans who returned to their
homes dropped out of life, so that now,
besides the great national burial places
in the south, every cemetery of the
north is hallowed by the presence of
sleeping soldiers. Wherever these
heroes lie flowers are taken at each re-

curring anniversary and placed ns vo-

tive gifts upon every sacred altar
grave of liberty. History tells of sky-pierci- ng

monoliths, of colossal statues
and artistic mausoleums erected to the
memorj'of great captains of conquering
armies, while thought if thought
there was at all of the hosts of com-
mon soldiers who poured out their life
blood for the glory of these chieftains,
was as a flitting fancy at eventide, ban-
ished with its birth. It remained
for tho American people, who govern
for themselves and aro alone supreme,
to declare that the humblest life sacri-
ficed in the cause of freedom is as
sacred as the penates of the household

os priceless as that of the general
who bared his breast to death-dealin- g

bullets.
Tho problem of human government

must be sought to be solved by each
successive generation. Messed is that
one which throws such added light that
the next one may discern with clearer

purpose of strewin-,- with fl.twers or otherwise
decorating the Knives of comrades who died
in defense of their country durintf the late re-
bellion, and whose holies now lie In alrao-i- t

every city, village and harnlet churchyard in
the land. In this nhservance no form of cere-
mony is prescribed, but posts and comrades
will in their own way arr.in'o such iittlnt;
services sin l testimonials of respect as

may permit"
When (ien. Logan issued this order

he hail no idea that young and old,
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soldier and eivdian, would respond to
his simple app il with patriotic en-

thusiasm and that Decoration day
would become one of the established
holidays o the naf ion. And 1 here U no
reason to believe that t he beau t iful cus-
tom will ever cease to be observed. If
tiiere were, the America ns of the future
heed but recall these words of gallant
dohn A. I,ogan to remind them of the
duty they owe to the men who died to
save tle ir country:

' We shoul'l (.'u.it-,- t icir r.i v.s with s.irred
::i".rc. All t 'ir.it the i".)M,ecr:it-- l weal : Ji si ml

t;i te r if t ti f ii it : oa can do ti U'l'l to their isli.ra-ii- .
an, I ts Ii u a rutin;' irihutr to

the vie-i.or- ').' ear slain defemiers. bet r,o
w.-t- on ftP(,t trrsiJ r .icl.y ot, sm li h:i llowcl
n.Miin Is. Let p. ,;:! nt. paths inv.tc the com-- i

:y nail Koiti,r it revcreat vis. tors s;:ul foul
rn(araers Let, n.t v;. nihilism of uvurlc or
t.c-lc- rt no r;iv:iL'?s of t im t t ify to th'5
I rociit or cou.icjf .'e:i rations th.it we huv
forott-e- i as : peoji! th" c;i:i-i'- ! of .1 fr-'- mid
u:u'.ivkd puMic. If other eyes ero-.- h:!l and
their hands slacken and their lie: i ts :nw cold
in tho solemn trust, ours sn ill lit fp it well tis
lonu' v.s lU'ht and war. nth of 1,.V .ii in to us
bit us then at th timo aps.i.Ucd ;n.tter
aroar.d their sacred n mains a d ih ti.l t' o
passionless mounds alovo th'-i- with tno
choicest flowers (f sprit1.,,' tinio bet us raise
i' bo . r them the dear old fha: they saved from
dishonor. Let lis In this solemn pres. nee re-
new our pledges to aid an t assist those whom
tftev have left uinon us, a s icred upon
a nation's pratttude the soldiers' and sailors'
widows and orphans."

With reverence and gratitude the
aged, the fair and tin young of our
land strew the graves of the departed
heroes with bright blossoms upon every
returning :;oth of May. '1 'hey remem-
ber the service rendered by the dead.
Jut they have learned to do more.
They have been taught to make pleas-
ant the last days and respect the gray
hairs of those who survived the war
and are even now preparing to join
their comrades in the grand encamp-
ment on tho other shore. It is well
that while we moisten with a tear the
hallowed of a denarted friend,
we lend a helping hand and give a
cordial smile to the wheezing veteran
by our side.

The southern Memorial day owes, as
has been said, its origin to Mrs. .Mary
Anna Williams, of Columbus, Oa. Mrs.
Williams was the daughter of MaJ.
John Howard, of Milledgeville, Ga.,

MRS. WILLIAMS AND HKIl AUTOOItAIMI.

and was a superior wonlan. She com-

bined the loveliest womanly traits of
character with that self-relian- anil
determination generally attributed to
the sterner sex. She was liberally edu-

cated in the best schools of Charleston,
S. C.,and Philadelphia, and was accom-
plished in music, painting and lan-
guages. She married Maj. J. C. Wil-

liams on his return from tho Mexican
war. He was a lawyer of high stand-
ing and speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives about the timo tho war
broke out. While colonel of the First
Georgia Regulars in the army of Vir-

ginia ho contracted disease from

TOXYN IVKTTY FLOWERS.

Tin soring had been so late in com-
ing that the good and loyal people of
Teckcrdsvilh scarcely knew what they
should do a bout (lowers for Decoration
day. Tin hitherto never-failin- g snow-
balls and lilacs were in embryo, while
of the wild llowers not even a spring
beauty or a wood violet was to be seen.

Th" ladies got together and talked
over the situation: the committee of
arrangements solemnly decided that
something surely had to be done, and
that without delay Then the ladies
met the committee, when there was
much more talking than ever, which
finally culminated in a wrathful out
burst from Old Mrs. Malliner. a soldier's

--
-

"Sc. yere, ikhv, all there i.s we'se
gtter have flowers ter put onto the
graves 'n all the snivelin' n' talkin'
1a''1; th" wor' kain't ergoin' ter
hurry up spring on" bit. What's more,
we jist kain't put oil' de roratin'; so we'll
hafter take up er collection fer buyin'
uv 'em. Here goes my quarter."

This innovation was a startling one
to t he Teckenb vii Hans. who. if patriot ie,
we;-- also econom'uvi!. and t heir con-

tributions were not. made with startling
alaerity. S; ill. after luucli per.sistenvo
and a t h.o'f .ugh canv;v-- s )f the town,
an amount was raised that, in the opin-
ion of ev.-b-- i !;. w as ample for the end
desired. There beir g no hT,thou" or
flower store in T .ivordsville, Tony
Maliinei', only so i of the widow,
was instructed to proceed to Detroit
and make the purchase.

Decors; t ,o;i day open warm. rat
w i t h eve :y iro:ni-- r of an
s'!-e- o T villagers decked
themselves in their best attire, the
farm wagons earne lumbering into
town, tilled with happy creatures, glad
to get away for a dav from the arduous
toil of tin home. Dluejays chattered

1.1

J

alas! tiik FI.OWKKS DID NOT MATKKI- -

AMZK.

in the apple trees, robins sang soft love
noV's to t,UMr mates anl sParrows
iwuiercu upon every nana,

Presently, however, as the crowds
gathered, so did the clouds. Patriot-
ism, however, is strong, and the people
like to get together in the eountr.
Hence, while they gossiped and specu-
lated upon the possible events of the
day, they gave little heed to the fall-

ing smoke from the chimneys or tho
fitful whilling of the winds, those sure
precursers of a rainfall.

The speaker, the preacher, the church
choir and the chairman had gathered
upon the stage that stood on tho outer
edge of the cemetery, while two or
three thousand people were gathered in
front. Then a raindrop fell sputtering
here and there upon the new bonnets
or dresses of the women, and the
derbys of the men. Neighbor regarded
neighbor nervously, but no one
flinched as a slow, drizzling, but de-

cidedly wetting rain set in.
Chairman, preacher, speaker, choir

all did their part without abatement of
one jot or tittle of the programme.
Loyally the people stood at their posts,
uttering no complaints, if they did fail
to cheer.

Then, after tho benediction was pro-
nounced, tho chairman called up the
committee to distribute the flowers.
Alas! the flowers did not materialize.
In their" stead, in the paper boxes once
containing them, were wretched masses
of pulpy, vari-colore- d paper, tangles of
wrapped wire, etc. Jony had pur-
chased a lot of miserabty made paper
flowers instead of nature's own dear
gifts.

"They was so much cheaper," ho was
careful to explain.

Still there was no end to small flags,
so that two of them were placed upon
each soldier's grave and thus amends
were made in part for Tony's blunder.
Hut Teckerdsville never did and never
will forgive him the sorry trick ho
played.

The Old luM Dwindle.
There are more soldiers' graves to

decorate to-da- y than ever before. The
old guard dwindles.

i0J V;-r:-- 2 o'er feat bi:iwd spKf- -

I)AIiNMY JKNXINCS' CHANGE.

Harney .Jennings lived a very un-
eventful lift in his Carolina home until
the breaking out of the late civil war.
IIU opportunities were very few, and
he had not availed hiiiiM-l- f (if those he
might have M'ized lie was a .shiftless,
harmless, happy-go-luck- y fellow, with
abundance of leisure and little or no
cash.

W in n he offered his services as a sol-

dier in the soul hern army ihe captain
was averse to accepting him because of
his niMivcrv reputation, and only
yielded after most urgent entreaty on
the part of the ne'er-do-wee- l. Harney
served in tl e army of the I'otoieac or
.James, participating in the cad i. ;,
battle- - and winning an enviable nan;--

i.s a fighter. Had he been able o read
or write he would, have been given a
coinini ' i .

Ala! : t '. ha poor .len-!in- g.

had h' left leg shot away, and
his socii.-- r da s ended, much to hi dis-;ri,-

audi disvornliture. ileturning
(cure, he hob! h 1 a bi nit on a "peg-leg,- "'

. ring !;iins.-- to whU!;y drink-
ing and fight ijg" over again hU lattles.
undei- - the ( .op.-,- " of Ihe vil iage st ores
or befi.re the a!! bars of the saloons.

' ' f

H4'r.:,rnj'f(;iV',i.'.
JUS LAST TKIML'TK.

Whatever scruples he may have had
Ve fore the war as to accepting charity,
he now felt himself a proper ward of
the community. Poor fellow! his ap-
petite for liquor grew stronger every
day, and he soon passed into a state of
nearly continuous inebriety. His heart
nearly broke when tidings came from
Apjiomattox; but, like a brave soldier,
he accepted the issues of battle, say-
ing; "The feller wot lams yer is jester-tie- d

in holMn' on s'long s his hilt do'n'
slip."

Defore Harney fought at Chancellors-vill- e

there had been a battle near his
native village, and in the little ceme-
tery were graves of union as well as
con crate soldiers who had fallen in
that contest. Those of the former were
in a group in a deported and neglected
corner of the burial ground, and when
the beautiful custom was inaugurated
of decorating with flowers the sleeping
places of the heroes Harney was great-
ly distressed because the programme
did not include those of former f6emen.

'They mougli er been wrong," he
persisted, "in pilin' down ontcr us, but
they fit p'intcdly, V I reckon they'd
wives V mammies that cried over 'em."

Hut Harney was a trifle ahead of his
neighbors in spirit of amit'. The day
came, when a wealth of flowers was
spread over each southern soldier's
grave, while no thought was bestowed
upon those that were concealed by
weeds, beneath tho scraggy oaks and
elms. When the speeches and hymns
were over a party of young people
strajed down in the union quarter, and
their astonishment was great when
they saw that every grave was covered
generously with wild flowers. Near by
they saw Harney extended upon weeds
his bloated body had broken by its
weight.

The touching tribute was Harney's
last net upon earth; for he never awoke
from the sleep into which ho had fallen.
Ho died beside the graves of former
enemies, whose courage had inspired
his praiseworthy action.

When the next anniversary day came
loving hearts recalled Harney's charge
over in the deserted corner, and since
that time no distinction has been made
in that little cemetery between the
union and the confederate dad.

A? Gs.hrjows r?ar pSce r?or Jot,
His.cbiWrei? all, or

rZ asd forjtt-rvjr-ro- t.

DECORATION DAY.

IIY ITILLIAM JtOSsKJt ' Olllti:.

tote
Out from the long past comes the

memory of a nameless soldier grave
and of a heart that broke because her
love was not. Out from the past come
tho shadows of numberless unknown
and named heroes, who gave their all
of life to perpetuate tho union. In
the trying times of strife and carnage,
when cannons belched and muskets
flashed death everywhere, little mounds
of earth sprang up in rows hero and
there in the sotithland. The memory
of these known and unknown dead sug-
gested the beautiful custom of deco


